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Contrary to the popular belief the ~ This machine called a kaleidoscope
principle upon which the motion plc- (was at first looked upon with great
ture machines are based s as old as [awe by the ignorant people of the
the hills. Centuries 2go scientistz dis- | middle ages but as the populace be-
covered {hat by arranging small pleces | camo to a degree more educated this
of-colored glass in & certaln manner | davice was relegated to the nursery to
10 a black cloth-lined box and then | amuse the little ones, In other words
turning a small handle attached to |from a sclentific marvel it became a
the mechanism that the colors would | mere toy. ]
ron together and varfous geometrical | Then less than fifty years ago an
-dosfens would be formed. ingenjoug mind poncelved the Jdes of
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drawing & number of pictures to form
a serles, each of which would show a
bit more acton than the last. For
Instance the series might represent a
man walking, In the first drewing
the foot was slightly raised from the
ground’and in the succeeding plctures
it would be raised a little higher in
‘ach. By then placing these pictures
in a small booklet which could be
apidly thomked a=er en sy tg make

the sheets fall one after the other in
front of the eye, the appearance or
llusion of a man walking was rather
crudely but stfll well simulated.

From this little toy which was car-
tied by men all over the civillzed
world for a shert time the first film
projecting machine was developed.

A camera which would take photo-
graphs in rapid succession was in-
vented and then exposures made. The
resulting fllm was then placed in
front of an ordinary stereopticon or
“magic lantern” and rapidly Te-
volved. The result was astonishing.
Thousands of people in American
citles paid one and two' dollars for
tickets to see a short reel—perhaps
fifty feet in length—on an endless belt
passing in front of the light and pro-
Jecting photographle reproductions of
a fire engine racing down the street
at a rapid clip. This invention was
the marvel of the decade but its com-
merectal possibilities were not reali.ed.

Company after company sprang n-
to existence to manufacture thess
films and each as It gained In exper-
lence Improved in some manner on the
old original method .A corps of ex-
pert motion plcture actors arose as
did specialists in all sorts of capaci-
tes from the machinist and photog-
rapher to the operator and lecturer.

At first the theaters or so-called
theaters, rather, presenting motion
Pictures were mere shacks, fire-traps,
and patronized by the newshoys and
those who could not afford to attend
2 real play. The films depicted scenes
from the most blood-thirsty and de-
praving tales of the Jesse James var-
dety and rapidly succeeded in popular-
ity the ten, twenty and thirty cent
melodramatic houses.

But there were a number of shrewd
business men who saw In the motion
picture business not the immédlate
small profits; but the vast fortunes
Which were awaiting the reformer and
picneer in the game. Then like mush-
rooma throughout the country arose
multitudes of beautitul specially con-
structed httle playhouses with axcel-
lent accommodations and a number
of exlts in casp of fire. Step by step
*hese managers improved the houses.
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Hanging lights which made 1t possible
to have the rooms well lighted and
improved screens, which made the
Projection of “day-light pictures™ pas-
stble were introdnced. A zine and as-
bestos screen was made to fit around
the cperators box so that even 'f an
explosion of the film did ocenr—a
thing #o rare as to be countea among
the Imrossible chances—no: a speck
©of fire could ever escape from tha it~
tle Lre-proof box.

Then came the part of the fitm
manufacturer. Me realized that the
manager was doing all in his power
1o attract the tetter elass of patrons
and *herefore to keep abreast with his
cllentele spent vast sums on the man-
ufacture of Instruetive, clean and
beautiful films, Today a <orps of
actors and asslsiants are en routa for
Egypt to have films made on this his.
toric ground. No expense is too great
to deter the management of theso
great companies—glant industries that
they are—from attempting to make
the films that will delight the publie,

Colleges and educational Institutes
began to 100k upon the motion ple-
ture ro longer as a mere toy to amuss
buat as another addition to the sclen-
tific equipment for instruction, Then
when the crowning achlevements of
the mction plcture were inade recent-
¥y when the coronation of H. I M.
Gearge V. and the signing of the
document which admitted another
strte into the Unlon by President
Taft were accurately reproduced on
the scicens of thousands of motion
bleture houses throughout the worlg,
vhy historians gasped and delarel
that it was indeed the most wonder-
tul invention of the age.

Go 1nto any of Duiuth’s motion piz-
tur houses and If you are not alreadr
an habitue of thesz places you will
be astonished to see what remarkalie
histrionic talents as> lsplayed on
thess Llms. Even Sarah Bernhard:
has condescended to act before the
camera, and the wonderful facial ex-
Pression of this most noted actress to-
gether with the gestures which seem
to imply volumes of spoken words are
presented in as life-like a manner as
if the woman herself stood before you.

Duluth 1s exceptionally fortunate in
having excellert motion plcture
houses.

The Savoy theater has not only mo-
tlon pictures, however. Twa acts of

evening. Ths Savoy is mansged ¥§
W. M. Abrahamson and under 8
able direction is exceptionally po¥

W. M. ABRAHAMSON,,

Owner and Manager of the Savoy
ater.

vaudeville which equal those present-
ed in any vaudeville honse in the
country are weekly present:d. In ad-
dition to these attractions several «:x-
cellent reels of films are shown on
the screen. This week the princinal
feature in the Silm Yne is “The Cru~
saders,” z $50,000 production with
2,000 people in the cast. The theater
is handsamely decorated and the
prices popular making this one of the
most desirable places. to- spend a

strictly high class motion nlﬂ‘-';:
Both theaters are beantifully

speclalty of cerefully supervisics &
selection of films and none that ¥
In’ any way be objectionable are 1O 3
mitted to bs shown on the screel 2% g
more expensive fllms are “‘m;
here. Great spectal attractions i3 -
line carefully made historie 2ad &%
cational films are interspersed YO K
those meant for mere amuseniet
Tlhe Happy Heur always Bﬂ-‘w
added aitraction In addltion 1
regular vaudevilie and flms B3Y

i
ers that have ever been to D"-'!ﬂl:‘;’
spectacle of surpassing exceliex i
the motion pictures wiil be prese |
by this theater, “The mco;ﬁrm
America by Columbus” T oy'] -
took thousands of people to P o |
and thousands of dollars to mr’ s
ure. The press of cities 13 WIel i
Alm has been presented dcdﬂ:”m,
1t 1s the most wonderful that b et
been offered to the public. ThiS
“Wise and Wilson, just ovel sl
England,” and featured 23 b:;’ﬁ 3
“Champion whistler and lhsm‘a -
the golden halr,” and the s
Lawlor Tric will constitute :h;m, !
ville features in addition 1o w
reels of pictures. i
The Sunbeam is » densatd T4
playhouse, one of the sel!{“_ oich §
terior decorated bulldmis né#
once gratifies the eye and ¥ N
The pictures presented at ot
beam are always uniformly ot
from the mowment the % "
opened untd late at night Loy
shows its approval by P2
house, . ,
The DMajestic has 3 "Gnl
to present their film offeriafl

couple of heura in the afternoon and |
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HOW MOTION PICTURES
EDUCATE THE PUBLIC

Continued from Page 6.

the absolute lack of flickering and

glitter makes this playhouse a de-

lightful place. The photograph shown
in connectlon with this article demon-

Btrates readily the beauty of the

housa and the films are #a excellent

that little need be sald about them.

Everyone knows the Majestic and
P knows the character of the films pre-
sented and that it is a stiietly fam-
{ly theater where one can take his
wife, mother, daughter or sweetheart
to enjov an hour's dehightful aad
sllent contemplation of the photo-
play and listen to a good baritory
sing during the illustrated song num-
ber.

The West End had not been neg-
lected In the matter of photo-play-
house, however, for there is the Star,
one of the handsomest houses In this
part of the country. It has a very
large seating capceity and furnishes
an excellent offering of motion pic-
tures and in addition on Thursdeys,
Fridays and Saturdays gives a good
vaudeville program alse. The Star
has always maintained a high stan-
dard of excellence In its entertain-
I ments and is the chief sourco of
3 pleasure to the West End residents
Wwhe drop in nightly to witness the
§¢ - plctures on the screen,




